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Abstract:
Afzal Khan Khattak and the Controversy of Baznama:

Khushal Khan Khattak(---) the reckoned poet, scholar,warrior
and leader have enriched the Pashto literature with his various
creations both in poetry and prose. This paper is going to
discuss a controversy regarding one of his reckoned poem
entitled “Baznama”. Baz in Pashto means the Falcon which
was one of the greatest distinction of Khsual Khan's diction
for illustrating his ideal character. It is reported that he had
written two different Baznamas that is in Pashto and Persian.
In 1985 Khushal Research cell published an account of the
reckoned poet, researcher and critique Hamesh Khalil which
consists of Baznama ascribed to well known Pashtoon
historian Afzal Khan Khtattak, the grandson of Khushal Khan
Khattak. This account consists of prose while the formerly
discussed Baznamas are  reported as in the poetic form. This
paper is going to evaluate the controversy that how the same
titled  creations of the grandson and grandfather are distinct
and what degree of authenticity it caters if the Baznama in
prose  which  superficially  carries  information  regarding
Baz(Falcon) is a creation of Afzal Khan Khattak or it is a
replication of the same one as undoubtedly belong to the
Khushal Khan Khattak. The writer has triangulated various
sources of textual and chronological references  which
concludes that the Baznama is a narration of Afzal Khan
Khattak.
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