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Reflection of Greek Mythology in the poetry of Abdul Rahim Majzoob:
I3 I3l sl

Abstract: Abdul Rahim Majzoob is one of the prominent poets of the
modern period of Pashto poetry. Through his versatile poetry he
transcended the traditional frameworks and has added new themes in the
poetry of his age. In this paper the scholar has identified an interesting
aspect that is, the description of Greek Mythology in the poetry of
Majzoob. The particular characters as described by Hommer in Oddysy
are very new in the domain of Pashto literature. Majzoob has strived to
connect symbols and a metaphor of Greek mythology in modern poetics of
Pashto Literature. The paper unpacks and argues on the specific myths
that has a renowned space in the world literature for centuries and also
identifies new dimensions in the poetry of Abdul Rahim Majzoob.
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“Myth is a collective term denoting a symbolic narrative in religion,
as distinguished from symbolic behaviour (cult, ritual) and symbolic
places or objects (temples, icons). Myth are specific accounts of gods or
superhuman beings involved in extraordinary events or circumstances in
a time that is unspecified but which is understood as existing apart from
ordinary human experience”(4)
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“Hesiod, unlike Homer, told something of himself, and the
same is true of the lyric poets. Except for Pindar and Bacchylides
at the end of the classical period, only fragments of the works of
these poets survive. There had always been lyric poetry in Greek.
All the great events of life as well as many occupations had their

proper songs, and here too the way was open to advance from the
anonymous to the individual poet.”(9)
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“Apollo has been various recognized as a god of light and the sun,
truth and prophecy, medicine, healing, plague, music, poetry, arts and
more. Apollo is the son of Zeus and Leto, and has a twin sister, the chaste
huntress Artemis. Apollo is known in Greek-influenced Estruscan

mythology as Apulu. Apollo was worshiped in both ancient Greek and
roman religion, and in the modern Greco Roman Neopaganism.”(19)
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“Calypso is remembered most for her role Homers Odyssey, in which she
keeps the fabled Greek hero Odysseus on her island so she could make
him her immortal husband. According to Homer, Calypso kept Odysseus
hostage at Ogygia for seven years. While Pseudo-Apollodorus says five
years and Hyginus says one. During this time they sleep together” (22)
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“Hermes appearance: A handsome young man with a winged hat, winged
sandals, and a golden staff twined with serpents. Hermes Symbol or
Attribute: His staff called kerykerion in Greek, caduceus in Latin. This is
the symbol used by doctors, through Hermes connection with healing in
faint. He is however, the god of merchants. Hermes Strength: Clever,
bold, determined, athletic, a powerful magician.”(23)
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“In Greek mythology, Zeus, Ancient Greek, Modern Greek is the father of
gods and men, who ruled the Olympians of Mount Olympus as a father
ruled the family. He was the god of sky and thunder in Greek mythology.
His Roman counterpart was Jupiter and his Estruscan counterpart was
Tinia. Zeus was the child of Cronus and rhea, and the youngest of his

siblings. In most traditions he was married to Hera, he is the father of
Aphrodite by Dione” (24)
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“Orpheus was a legendary musician, poet, and prophet in
ancient Greek religion and myth. The major stories about him are
centered on his ability to charm all living thing and even stones
with his music; his attempt to retrieve his wife from the
underworld; and his death at the hands of those who could not hear
his divine music.”(25)
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(4) Britannica (Macropaedia) V — 24, 15" edition.
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