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Conceptions of “Masculinity” in Pashto Folklore: Contextualizing Antonio
Gramsci’s Theory of Cultural Hegemony
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Abstract:
This paper tends to investigate themes of masculinities in the preview of
patriarchal structures of Pashtun society. The author has used a prism of the
Italian-Marxist dissent and intellectual, Antonio Gramsci’s (1891-1937)
reckoned theory of Cultural Hegemony. This theory a post Marxist critique
of the cultural hegemony of the ruling classes that are adopted by the
oppressed social and political classes as natural, inevitable, and a matter of
the common sense. While unpacking the indicators of this theory, and
developing an analytical framework which contains some indicators, the
author has directly plunged into the main course that is the depiction of the
peculiar hegemonic masculinity in the Pashto folk genres. In this
connection historical construction of hegemonic masculinities in the
Pashtun society is explored, and the nexus of war, violence, exclusion and
masculinity is established through literature review. Pashto folk poetry and
proverbs are particularly analyzed to know the patterns inherently consist
in the oral text performances uttered in the peculiar cultural milieu of
Pashtunwali. The etymological roots of womanhood are probed in Pashtu
language which like other languages of the world has peculiar gendered
otherness of women. The study of Tappa, Kakari Ghari, Da Attan Narey
and the bridal laments called “Angai” are particularly analyzed to unveil
the structures that hold up the paranoia of men hegemony as naturally
constructed phenomenon. Analysis of the poetic genres is carried out in the
context of gender studies and critical discourse analysis, which strive to
analyze discourse beyond the symptomatic levels.

Key Words: Pashtunwali, Folk Poetics, Cultural Hegemony, Hegemonic

masculinities, Patriarchy, Discourse Analysis
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"It is not consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the
contrary, their social being that determines their consciousness”.
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"The form of masculinity that is hegemonic at a given time and place

involves a particular institutionalization of patriarchy; we might say it
embodies a particular strategy for the subordination of women”. (11)
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Later English dichotomization of Afghans and other Indians in terms of
masculinity rendered the Pathan a “worthy and sporting adversary”(14).

S 033 ol 0 i 5 oS a5l pLLasl s YIS (g5 S (S gens by 0yl
<63 $ 5 3k O leds g sl sl atho a L oL oladl uSG 20 S0y

ol s Aed A g 8 S (o3 IS g8 (oo SIsan b ol o 1
mxgjx.;%%;&wldpgi%;;u)@wjl > G o S VPS I SR T T PR RT SO
% $385S (SopS Jlw by i8S bloway 55058 5,505 2655 S o spad ol
a cdils :f..@_éjljﬁalbe\.; SVPY! :\J@Mﬂ;ddsﬁx’wb&md: ag Lol ian
:“S.J“ &b.dbw’ "'“‘ 5...“5 ﬁjljgﬁ)

“They feel contempt for "effeminate" peoples who must bow to the authority of
government, and consider their own society, despite its poverty, to be
preferable™.(15)
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